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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 


the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war, 
teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian 


changes as represented by the evils of communism. WE AR 


WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 


rogress society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 
CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 


vitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 
WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 


when authoritative evidence indicates our country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic 
means to set our country right. 


sions or security out o 





production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 


WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





Retreat From Freedom 


The campaign to smear all eco- 
nomic and social progress as com- 
munistic, continues unabated in 
American education. Crouching 
about the fringe of every college 
and university campus are the 
brigades of rabid arch-reactionar- 
ies, alert to destroy the career of 
any educator who does not con- 
form to the current policies and 
prejudices held by the little tight 
knots of grim men who set them- 
selves up as the defenders of the 
status quo. 

The University of Ohio has wit- 
nessed a recent example of un- 
American, Moscow-style _ tactics 
being used to suppress free speech 
in the name of “Americanism”. 
The trustees have endeavored to 
ban all speakers from the campus 
that are not O.K.’d by the presi- 
dent’s office. Already that ban has 
prevented the appearance on the 
Ohio State campus of such out- 
standing figures as Cecil Hinshaw, 
Quaker educator and spokesman 
for the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion. The new ban apparently 
means the students are to hear no 
one who condemns war. 

Goodwin Watson, professor of 
education at Columbia University, 
reporting in The Nation Nov. 3, 
gave the following summary of re- 
cent acts of tyranny in the Amer- 
ican education field: “One high- 
school teacher lost his job be- 
cause of what was regarded as a 
‘too favorable’ presentation of the 
TVA; another got into hot water 
because he recommended consum- 
er testing of advertised products. A 
public-school history teacher in a 
Louisiana parish was surprised to 
discover that the Reformation had 
to be omitted from the course of 
study. The Catholic principal of a 
public elementary school in West- 
chester County, New York, in his 
May Day (1951) radio address to 


all teachers and children, warned 
(continued first col., THIRD page) 











HRISTMAS GIFT EXTRAORDINARY! What would you say if 

you were told that you could present as a gift — the foresight of 
some of the best economic minds in America . . . the judgment of 
some of the ablest social scientists in the country . . . the interpreta- 
tion of some of the most unprejudiced observers in politics and diplo- 
macy .. . all of them individuals whose thinking is chiefly influenced 
by Christian principles? You would say, “Extraordinary!” Yet that is 
the very thing that Between The Lines offers. We watch the reports 
that come from such authoritative sources, glean from the best avail- 
able and offer it in the spirit of Christian service—all for only $1.50 a 
year! Naturally since we are simply seeking the truth in our own day 
— and not trying to uphold any particular political or economic view- 
point — some readers find Between The Lines pretty stout reporting. 
But it is desperately needed and many of your friends and relatives 
would be permanently grateful if you introduced them to this unique 
service through Christmas gift subscriptions. Make out your list, send 
$1.50 for each name and we will forward a Christmas card announce- 
ment to each name you send in. Time is short — don’t put it off. 











X-Ray and Foreceast 


HE FREEDOM AND ELASTICITY are being squeezed out of our 

economy by war spending. Briefly, here are phases of coming eco- 
nomic developments that will press closely upon all of us: The pressures 
of rising costs of raw materials for producers, manufacturers and farmers, 
rising prices for the consumer, rising taxes for all have just about reached 
the place where something will have to give. 

Taxes cannot come down unless war spending is decreased in a 
large way and that is not in sight. Production costs and prices cannot 
come down unless basic raw materials — steel, oil, tin, copper, lumber 
and other such stuff as goes into almost every commodity — come down; 
these costs cannot be lowered because war’s vast and wasteful consump- 
tion has so drained the earth’s store of such resources that experts warn 
of scarcity and high prices continuing for years to come. A fair abun- 
dance of other near-basic raw materials, such as wool, cotton, coal, leather, 
and aluminum, tempers the picture somewhat, but only partially — not 
enough to change the trend. 

The above greatly condensed analysis reveals what most old-line 
capitalists will not admit, that the elasticity, the margin for price move- 
ment up and down is vanishing from the business pattern to a great ex- 
tent. The only places left for movement, for elasticity, are in the relation 
of prices and profits and we are going to see an epic struggle here. For 
the whole psychological-emotional mind-set (and how blind are those 
economists and observers who leave out the psychological-emotional ele- 
ments) by business leaders and labor leaders, management and worker is 
now focusing like a burning glass at this point. 

Let it be kept clear that fair and adequate profits are necessary 
if we are to keep a free economy. If profits disappear in our economy, 
freedom will disappear. But many refuse to face the historical fact that 
the drive to protect high profits has destroyed freedom more often than 
movements against the profit system. While Communist workers’ revolu- 
tion is against the profit system, the Nazi revolution under Hitler, the 
Fascist revolution under Mussolini, and both the Franco and Peron sys- 

(continued on NEXT page) 





Not Alone 


Because of the preferences given 
to war-making headlines and the 
fact that peace-building news and 
reports are either relegated to the 
want-ad sections of the press or ig- 
nored altogether, it might appear 
sometimes that Between The Lines 
stands alone. We often feel that 
way ourselves! On the other hand 
we could at any time fill a whole 
issue with statements from au- 
thoritative sources that confirm our 
forecasts and interpretive reports. 

Here are recent such statements: 

A French delegate at the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization con- 
ference in Ottawa said, “You 
Americans see as the main prob- 
lem the Soviet threat to our col- 
lective security. But for us Euro- 
peans the immediate problem | is 
the threat to our standard of liv- 
ing which cannot be lowered much 
if we don’t want to lose the peo- 
pie’s support for the rearmament 
program you want us to fulfill. 
The Communist threat from within 
is for us as real as the Communist 
threat from without.” 

Steelmaster Ernest T. Weir has 
stated: “In Europe it is felt that if 
war comes it is much more likely 
to result from some action of the 
U. S. rather than Russia . . . Euro- 
peans believe that Russia is much 
more disposed than we suspect to 
arrive at some basis for world 
peace.” 

Kent Cooper, executive director 
of the Associated Press, said “Eu- 
rope is afraid to death of our de- 


fense program — afraid that it 
might turn into an aggressive 
policy.” 


While conservative John Cowles, 
chairman of the board of Look 
Magazine and president of the 
Minneapolis Star and Tribune, aft- 
er a survey trip to study world 
conditions, expressed great concern 
over the world-wide conviction 


that the U. S. is focusing on mili- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Not Alone 


(continued) 

tary power in foreign affairs. He 
pointed to the Europeans and As- 
ians hate communism and 
want to be our friends but who 
are fearful “that through ineptness 
the U. S. is going to blunder into 
war with Russia or that we will 
become so provoked at Russia’s 
exasperating conduct that we will 
ourselves precipitate war. It is dif- 
ficult for Americans who have not 
recently talked with political and 
intellectual leaders in Europe and 
Asia to realize how widespread 
this After circling the 
globe, I am convinced that Ameri- 
can foreign policy needs to be clar- 
ified and amplified. Much of the 
world thinks that the U. S. has 
only one idea, that of confining 
Russian communism by military 
might. Many Europeans and As- 
ians say we keep pressing for arms 
and more arms although every 
armament race in history has re- 
sulted in war. . . . Through our 
default we have let the Russians 
monopolize the subject of peace 
and embrace peace for propaganda 
purposes as if it were their exclu- 
sive propertv. The failure of the 
U. S. to make effective propa- 
ganda use of its desire for peace 
has resulted in much of the world 
that America has de- 
serted her traditional role as a non- 
ageressive, peace-loving nation.” 

Mr. Cowles has_ strong 
words to sav about attitudes pre- 
vailing in this country regarding 
India and believes that our blun- 
der will be “almost as calamitous 
as the one we made in China” if 
we don’t support the Nehru Gov- 
ernment in India. Explaining that 
“Today India with 360 million 
people is the last important strong- 


who 


V iew is. 


suspecting 


also 


hold of democracy in Asia”, Mr. 
Cowles feels certain that Nehru 
abhors Russian totalitarianism but 
asks whether Nehru must “endorse 


as infallible every position taken 
by the American State Department 
in order to prove that he is not 
pro-Communist?” If the U. S. 
makes the mistake of undermining 
Nehru’s already weakening regime 
in India, “the that 
after it in the world’s second most 
populous nation may be far less 
to our liking.” 

Although Mr. Cowles has called 
upon the U. S. to seize the peac2 
initiative from Russia and begin 
a real “peace offensive’, he be- 
lieves we should be realistic in our 
aporoach to the solution of world 
problems: “We keep talking about 
the virtues of private capitalism 
and free enterprise. We forget that 
capitalism as practiced in the rest of 
the world has meant the exploita- 
tion of the masses by a few rich 
people. The U. S. is the only ma- 
jor country where capitalism has 


functioned in an economically fluid 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


tems of tyranny have all derived their power from the desire of industrial 
leaders to protect their high-profit systems against the threat of worker 
discontent. The millionaires in Germany, Italy, Spain and Argentina all 
said to their rising dictatorships, “Guarantee our profit position by sup- 
pressing the threat of organized labor and we'll support you.” So the 
threat to a free economy is just as great from the far right wing extrem- 
ists as from the left wing fanatics. 

REAKING POINT ON WAGES-PROFITS APPROACHING: Most 

American business leaders today are absorbed in figuring how to 
hold wages down while profits are inched up to “protect our margin po- 
sition”; labor leaders and millions of workers are grimly watching profit 
reports of their corporations and the salaries of executives, as they finger 
what is left in the family budget at the end of the week. In this situation, 
throbbing sensitively now like the heart-beat of some ensnared creature 
lying quietly for a few moments before it begins its tumultuous lunges 
for release, lies enough power and dynamic to tear our entire economy 
into shreds — or if harnessed and controlled intelligently, to inaugurate 
one of the greatest revolutionary experiences of human history. 

This trend could have been altered for the better last winter, 
when business reports began to reveal the biggest profit records in his- 
tory of American business — after taxes. We reported the warnings of a 
few courageous top-flight economists that those profits were a dangerous 
sign — that the urge to boost prices, boost profits to high records, would 
prove to be a bad omen, that unless there was an effort to cut profits, re- 
duce prices or at least hold steady, we would find our feet in a trap. If 
business had been satisfied with normal profits, prices could have been 
held down, wages stabilized and we could have retained the elasticity, the 
maneuverability necessary for a healthy economy. But all such warnings 
were brushed aside. One high ranking economist in the marketing field, 
whom we often consult, wrote, “The boys around here feel that high 
profit, and still higher profit, is the only way to prove their management 
skill. A lot of them will go down with their records, when we hit the 
rough weather. A few wiser men are keeping profits at a good rewarding 
level, using their lush margins to raise wages, increase worker security- 
benefits, improve production methods —thus strengthening their situa- 
tion from within, rather than stretching every gut everywhere to make a 
new profit record.” 

EW WAGE DEMANDS are on the way nevertheless. Just as prof- 

its begin to show a trend downward and the situation becomes tight 
for management, with costs having caught up with profit boosts. millions 
of workers are girding themselves for a fight for higher wages, and labor 
leaders drawing the battle lines for their assault on the business profit- 
price structure. A survey of labor planning reveals that this situation is 
coming to a boil on almost every industrial front. Able economists hired 
by labor unions are gathering statistics to show how prices have far out- 
stripped wages and how business has milked the war boom for record 
profits with little attempt to hold down costs or to give a fair share to the 
worker producer. Able economists hired by business are using the same 
surveys and figures to show that wages have gone up as fast as prices (you 
can do anything with figures!); that the profits were not so big in contrast 
to what management estimates the next ten years of maintenance and re- 
placement will require, etc., etc. They're both right — and they’re 
both wrong. Right in that wages have gone up as much as costs, 
that maintenance and replacement will vastly increase. But wrong 
in ignoring how capitalistic advertising — which we all praise — has 
spurred on the worker’s family to a better standard of living, has sold 
his wife on the idea that she isn’t really American unless she has that 
certain kind of kitchen, has led the kids to believe that papa is fooling 
around with the Reds if they don’t have a television . and “do you 
intend to drive that old car forever?” And production is geared to this 
expanded market. But a worker on $58.50 a week can get as broke, as 
hungry for a decent meal with honest meat in it, can get as worried and 
mad as when he lived in two rooms with only one crystal set and walked 
to work on $33.20 a week. It is this factor that the men who make $25,- 
000 a year and up — who are figuring on the disposal of 100 million 
dollar war contract surpluses so they won't show up in profits — never 
seem to see or understand. It is, however, inescapable that on this level 
of living, created by cap'talism itself, the issues will still have to be solved, 
and on this level, devastating revolutionary changes can come through 
bitterness and violence, just as much as on the drab ragged level of Czar- 
ist Russia. For the man in a neat five-room cottage on $58.50 a week 
never forgets, sleeping or waking. that his margin is so slight that only a 
few weeks are needed to thrust him back where he is as hungry, poor, 
helpless as when he got $33 or less. 

So don’t let the present boom and its high-wage prosperity deceive 


you. We are going to move into a period of severe industrial tensions; a 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Not Alone 


(continued) 
and socially mobile society and 
where the people generally have 
benefited from the widespread in- 
crease in wealth which capitalism 
has produced.” Mr. Cowles says 
this country’s “basic mistake” was 
in not proclaiming, when World 
War II ended, that our sympathies 
lay with the Asians and that we 
were as anxious to see an end to 
European colonialism and exploi- 
tation as the Asians themselves. 

HE KNOWS: The Indian Am- 
bassador to the Communist Pe- 
king Government, S. K. Panikkar, 
highly respected throughout the 
world as an anti-Communist and a 
scholar and authoritative observer, 
recently returned home to India 
after two years of close contact 
with the China-Red regime. (He is 
now an Indian representative at UN 
conference in Paris). Mr. Panikkar 
has stated in numerous interviews 
that the Chinese revolution is not 
really Communist; that, while us- 
ing oppression and tyranny to se- 
cure its desired ends, the Chinese 
Red regime is enlisting the fullest 
cooperation of private capital and 
industry towards achieving the 
economic rehabilitation of China. 
Mao Tse-tung believes he is pro- 
ducing a new kind of revolution, 
one that retains capitalist enterprise 
with the benefits of such an econo- 
my, but that can be funnelled by 
force towards the creation of a 
better life for all people. The Indian 
diplomat believes Mao is too shrewd 
to attempt the collectivization of 
China’s economic life — the oldest 
system of free enterprise in the 
world. This is where Mao veers 
away from Russian Marxism. 

Mr. Panikkar also vehemently 
denies that Mao is subservient to 
Moscow in a _ diplomatic sense, 
pointing out that China’s move- 
ments in Korea were fully in line 
with China’s traditions and often 
contrary to Russian aims. 

The Indian scholar-diplomat also 
strongly urges that we remember 
how little different the Mao Gov- 
ernment is from past Chinese gov- 
ernments when they first came to 
power. All practiced great cruelty 
in suppression of opposition, the 
main difference between them and 
the Red regime being that Mao is 
using the same ruthlessness in 
stamping out corruption and dis- 
sension within his own regime. 





THE GREAT ALTERNATIVE 
is a thoughtful book to give for 
Christmas, written and illustrat- 
ed by the editor of Between The 
Lines. It presents a pertinent dis- 
cussion of today’s major prob- 
lem. The regular edition is $2.; 
the gift edition is $2.50. Order 
from Between The Lines Press, 
Box 269, Demarest, New Jersey. 











Retreat From Freedom 
(continued) 

them that while Communists may 
be hard to identify, a sure sign is 
disbelief in God. Teachers have 
found themselves in trouble be- 
cause they showed the film ‘Hu- 
man Growth’—a_ scientific pre- 
sentation by education officials in 
Oregon — or made other mild ap- 
proaches to much-needed sex edu- 
cation. A beginning teacher in 
Colorado was warned that her plan 
to focus the study of inter-cultural 
brotherhood on Spanish-speaking 
Americans should be dropped _ be- 
cause in that region the problem 
was ‘too controversial’. One col- 
lege lost the support of its most 
prominent trustee because the po- 
litical-science professor encouraged 
his students to ‘meddle’ in a non- 
partisan campaign to encourage 
evervone to vote. 

“A Civil Liberties Union survey 
of thirty-three college campuses on 
Civil Rights Day (December 15, 
1950) discovered infringements of 
academic liberty, freedom of 
speech and freedom of inquiry on 
more than half. Kalman Siegel re- 
ported in the New York Times 
(June, 1951) on a survey of sev- 
enty-two colleges. He found ‘a re- 
luctance to speak out on contro- 
versial issues in and out of class,’ 
‘neglect of humanitarian causes 
because they may be suspect in the 
minds of politically unsophisticat- 
ed officials.’ and ‘shying away from 
an association with the words ‘lib- 
eral,’ ‘peace,’ and ‘freedom’.” 

The real victims of this current 
retreat from freedom are the mil- 
lions of pupils now being instruct- 
ed by teachers who are afraid of 
losing their jobs if they do not 
conform to the doctrine that pri- 
vate profit and private property 
rights must always stand above 
human welfare. 

STATE OF THE PRESS: Vet- 
eran editorial writer for the Amer- 
ican press, Gerald W. Johnson, 
speaking before a national gather- 
ing of editorial writers, recently 
warned of the growing failure of 
the American press to keep in 
touch with the people because the 
wealthy “businessmen newspaper 
publishers are living apart from the 
people.” These businessmen are 
not writers, but through acquiring 
ownership of large papers “as- 
sume the function of editors and 
spend too much time denouncing 
change and denying its arrival.” 

Criticism of the way most pa- 
pers not only headline real scandals 
in government but try to find 
things that will look like scandals 
was voiced by Dr. Harry C. Byrd, 
president of the University of 
Maryland. He protested that our 
daily papers were “making the rest 
of the world believe we are a na- 
tion of liars, robbers and thieves”. 


WE MUST STRENGTHEN THE UNDERPINNING 


og Al 













peupe gas 
,Ree eee 
j 

ee espete 


eh 


oe os «.>* 


i. ae peraee 


ee 








ot B OV SPIRITUAL QE Lime: 
te A FOUN PATIONS ieee 
X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


lot of big, tough strikes are likely, for a whole flock of new wage demands 
are timed to hit soon after the first of the year. Business leaders will re- 
sist these demands as they are doing already in many places; many of us 
forget the country-wide railroad strike because the Government has tak- 
en over the operation of the struck railroads. But the Government cannot 
take over all the steel plants, the auto industries, the coal mines. And 
that’s the point — underneath this false boom are tensions and malad- 
justments so great that unexpected things can and will happen. 

THE SMALL FARMER and unorganized and salaried employees 
are caught between these pressures with no one to fight for them. For 
two years now small farmers have felt this squeeze. Beef raisers and 
wheat farmers (where weather conditions have been good) are prospering, 
but fruit growers, dairy corporations, canneries, food processors, etc., 
have made record profits as a rule, but as their wage costs went up, 
through organized union pressure, the dairy and food corporations, to 
protect their profit margins, have kept their costs down by putting the 
squeeze on their farmer producers who are seldom organized and can 
exert little or no pressure. So the small farmer, like the small wage-earn- 
er, has no extra fat or surplus to carry him far —the boom is already 
very thin indeed where he is. 

TENSION PERIOD: Our forecast then is that we are not going 
on into another five years of continued boom and prosperity, as many 
business forecasters are saying who are ignoring the social and emotional 
factors. The cream has been drained off. We are going into a period of 
lower profits, tighter margins, much greater economic tensions. All but 
the very well-to-do will feel it personally, will be a little harder up, face 
more uncertainty, with prices staying high, even going higher, money not 
going so far, wages, income —even after raises — increasingly inade- 
quate for the majority of people. 


O DEPRESSION POSSIBLE: While we do not agree with the bullish 
forecasts of continued rising profits and more years of expanding 
prosperity, we do not see a depression coming as still others on the bear- 
ish side are forecasting. A rapidly growing population — with an ever- 
increasing demand for food, clothing, houses, furniture, television, cars 
and endless accessories — will create needs too great for big surpluses to 
pile up, which caused the old-time depressions. 

When the Korean war ends and the rearmament drive slackens, 
we will have continued scarcities in most fields rather than surpluses; jobs 
will be fairly plentiful and money somewhat plentiful but still decreasing 
in value. Profits will be beaten down by wage drives and taxes — with 
business men facing a choice of either accepting a much lower margin of 
profit and decreased living standards on the upper levels — or social and 
economic upheavals that will end free enterprise as we have known it. The 

(continued on NEXT page) 











Military Waste 


Investigations of military spend- 
ing uniformly results in revelations 
of gross mismanagement, wastage 
of materials, duplicity and graft. 
When the generals and admirals or 
their spokesmen in civil life are 
confronted with such reports, their 
reply is the question, “Whoever 
claimed war was efficient or eco- 
nomical?” Yet the Hoover Com- 
mission revealed, as have other 
authorities, that we are losing 
much of our defensive strength 
through such wastage — losses 
often greater than those sustained 
in battle. 

As we reported some months 
ago (BTL, March 5), our military 
education and tradition do not of- 
fer opportunity for creative leader- 
ship in our military establishment, 
and in Korea this has resulted in 
wasteful failures in our strategy 
and planning which have been 
paid for by young foot soldiers at 
the bottom. Two qualified military 
authorities, writing in Look Mag- 
azine for February 13, pointed to 
the prevailing “military-minded- 
ness .... a kind of creeping par- 
alysis that tends to make an army 
bureaucratic, inefficient, hidebound 
and introverted.” The writers an- 
alyzed the records of the officers 
responsible for unnecessary casual- 
ties in World War II, noted that 
none were court martialed, many 
decorated. Our Army and Navy 
have been alergic to new ideas and, 
except for the A-bomb which was 
conceived by civilians, “every ma- 
jor concept of war we use has 
been tardily borrowed from for- 
eign originators.” 

Such wastage still continues 
full blast. The head of the U. S. 
medical officers in Europe during 
World War II, Dr. Paul R. Haw- 
ley, has recently charged that doc- 
tors are being wastefully and ex- 
travagantly used, without regard 
for the medical needs of the ci- 
vilian population or even the best 
interests of wounded soldiers. For 
four years after the war Dr. Haw- 
ley was medical director of the 
Veterans’ Administration, and he 
points to the following unnecessary 
duplications: 


The Veterans’ Administration, 
with hospitals all over the country, 
offered to take care of 30,000 mil- 
itary patients, to relieve the need 
for doctors in the military forces, 
but Dr. Hawley said, “This offer 
was not accepted. Instead, more 
than 20 new military hospitals 
were opened, and these require 
some 1,200 doctors to be taken 
away from the civilian popula- 
tion.” Dr. Hawley stated that the 
Veterans’ Hospital in Chicago, 
which is the finest center in the 


world for rehabilitation of the 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Military Waste 
(continued) 


blinded, has asked the armed 
forces to transfer their blinded pa- 
tients there, since the armed forces 
have no comparable facilities. But 
not a single case was sent there. 
Likewise, the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration has had more experience 
with amputees than any branch of 
military service, but the Army pre- 
fers to build new hospitals to take 
care of amputees, reports Dr. 
Hawley. 

New charges have also been re- 
cently brought by the Senate Pre- 
paredness Subcommittee that the 
Army, through failure to cooper- 
ate with the Department of Agri- 
culture, has been wasting millions 
in taxpayers’ money in the pur- 
chase of food supplies. Some 
months ago the Army was instruct- 
ed by the congressional committee 
to cooperate with Department of 
Agriculture agencies in purchasing 
food supplies. The request has 
been ignored—while the Army pur- 
chasing agents and the Agricultur- 
al Department food subsidy offi- 
cials continue to go their separate 
ways, adding millions of extra cost 
to the taxpayers’ burden. 

Many ranking Army and Navy 
men of integrity are much con- 
cerned over this situation, but ex- 
press their sense of helplessness to 
correct or curb the trends. Some 
charge that the worst influence for 
military extremism comes from ci- 
vilian groups. 

Amid all the shouting and drum 
beating on the need for strength- 
ening our defenses which is now 
chiefly centered in forcing a Uni- 
versal Military Training law upon 
the country,—there is no plan 
afoot, no move on the horizon line 
to strengthen our defenses by stop- 
ping this stream of criminal wast- 
age and mismanagement that af- 
flicts the American military sys- 
tem. The drive is simply to mul- 
tiply the wastage, increase the mis- 
management by adding the much 


larger system of universal military 


conscription to what we already 
have. Thus an even wider field of 
exploitation would be open to the 
grafters, the contract manipulators 
and some generals and admirals 
who work hand-in-glove with great 
industrial plants that make guns. 
planes, ships and uniforms. 
Support for such an indictment 
may be found in the fact that if 
those powerful groups, which are 
working secretly and openly to 
push the conscription system on 
the country, were really sincere in 
their efforts to strengthen the coun- 
try’s defenses, they would also 
show at least some interest in pro- 
tecting the strength of the defenses 


we already have. But instead of 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 
alternative is to reconstruct free enterprise on new levels. In other words, 
we are going right along the path England, France, Holland, Italy are 
going for we are part of their world. We may do better than they have 
done; we may do worse. 

We will not have another traditional depression because our gov- 
ernment, whether Republican or Democratic, as an organized free so- 
ciety cannot survive if we should have a return to scarce dollars. great 
surpluses, unemployment. For such a situation would also bring a heavy 
drop in Federal tax income and with the huge public debt, any serious 
drop in tax income would mean the government could not maintain this 
debt. With government bonds a large and fundamental part of the finan- 
cial structure of our economy, such a situation would in itself bring on 
either complete collapse or radical changes to avoid the total collapse of 
of our economy. You can count on it, before we get the depression we'll 
have the radical changes. 

THIS IS NOT A GLOOM FORECAST — there is still room for 
rich abundant living if we understand the day we are in. The gloom boys 
are still digging storm cellars for the next depression — but we are not 
going to have another depression. 


E ARE IN A NEW AGE: There will be no more dragging depres- 

sion years with masses of men helplessly plodding through poverty 
and despair while the few more fortunate sit watching in comfort and 
security through the plate glass windows of their homes and clubs, wait- 
ing for “the business cycle” to change. That day is over. 

The new age is one of an awakened human consciousness, a new 
realization of the common heritage of man. 

The age of servants, scrub labor, low paid ditch digging — hire 
‘em and fire ’em labor — is over in much of the world, especially ours. 

PROSPERITY STILL POSSIBLE: But a business man will still 
be able to go sailing along very pleasantly if he looks upon his workers as 
mutual partners, makes them feel the business is theirs also, sets up sys- 
tems of profit-sharing that are really geared to work and truly represent 
Christian sharing rather than a dodge to prevent wage increases or a 
way to nail men down to low-paid jobs. There are miracles occurring 
many places in America where young business men have started out in 
an entirely new spirit of sharing and cooperation with their workers. Con- 
trast these with the tough hard spirit of the men who are fighting it out 
with the workers in steel, railroads, autos, shipping, — the men who sit 
grimly behind their $200,000 a year mahogany desks and never look a 
worker in the face, sit and stare at dividend reports, profit margins, and 
give orders to $15,000 a year production men 500 miles away to “make 
those devils toe the mark at that plant — or else —.” 


HE NEW TYPE, CHRISTIAN-SPIRITED BUSINESS MAN — 

whose workers feel their personal, individual importance, through 
a real system of sharing in the company’s fortunes — has no complaint 
about worker production or worker dependability. The workers them- 
selves take care of drones or drunken-absenteeism that cut down the 
company’s welfare. Such workers will also not tolerate gangsterism in 
their unions. Irresponsibility of labor, low production and union gangster- 
ism have almost always arisen out of situations where labor has been in 
such an environment as described above — with the bosses in grim, flint- 
face aloofness trying to work by pressure through their hirelings. This is 
the side never mentioned by the highly paid spokesmen of big business, 
the Peglers and Sokolskys,. etc., who make so much of labor’s sins. 

Labor’s sins have been many and real. But the sins of labor have 
simply balanced the sins of business — and all of it was the fruit of hu- 
man inadequacy and selfishness. 

Where business and labor meet in a Christian spirit, capitalism 
is reborn and the profit system reconstructed on the highest level. The 
quality of our economic freedom or its survival will be measured in these 
terms. Such a transformation could quickly run through our economic 
life —— through big businesses and thousands of little businesses — 
which in turn would soon affect the lives of all of us. In our new crowded, 
complex age no other formula will work — but no matter how small the 
enterprise, this will work! 

This problem and these trends are now so alive, so real and so 
vast, that politics will not have much to do with it— except as merg- 
ing industrial and financial power or enraged, desperate masses of work- 
ers might surrender themselves to the lures of a dictator, as workers did 
in Russia and industry did in Germany and Italy under nazism and 
fascism. The tensions and the conflict have not yet become that pointed 
and need never become so here with our democratic Christian heritages. 
On the other hand, no political party, no candidate nor elected leader — 
Taft, Truman, Eisenhower, — none of them can change the scene. One 
of the biggest hoaxes of our day is the political propaganda that Taft can 
save us or Truman preserve us. It is a moral and spiritual problem resting 
entirely upon the kind of people we are and are becoming. 


Military Waste 


(continued) 


showing that interest, they have 
done just the opposite. They chal- 
lenge the patriotism of anyone who 
dares question the military expen- 
ditures — hurl charges of subver- 
sion at any who dares to speak of 
the wastage and corruption. The 
danger of tyranny does not lie coil- 
ed only about the Kremlin. 





WORLD CONSTITUTIONAL 
ASSEMBLY: A movement for the 
restoration of world law by the es- 
tablishment of a World Constitu- 
tional Assembly is being sponsored 
by a Citizens’ Committee for a 
World Convention. The first world 
constitutional assembly was held in 
Geneva, Switzerland in 1950. For 
additional information write to 
World Constitutional Assembly, 603 
Capitol Bldg., Binghamton, N. Y. 


STATE AID FOR PAROCHI- 
AL SCHOOLS: During the con- 
troversy over Federal aid to edu- 
cation some months ago, the Cath- 
olic hierarchy and their representa- 
tives in Congress fought all moves 
that would exclude parochial 
schools from such aid. Yet Cardi- 
nal Spellman repeatedly declared 
that the American hierarchy did 
not really seek support of paro- 
chial schools by public tax money, 
that they were onlv acting on a 
“matter of principle”, and, more 
important still, that the Vatican it- 
self did not seek support of Roman 
Catholic schools by public tax. 

However this fall the Pope told 
the International Congress of Cath- 
olic educators that legislatures 
should “meet the will of parents 
in such a way that schools found- 
ed and directed by religious insti- 
tutions are not put in a worse po- 
sition then the state schools, and 
that the freedom necessary for de- 
velopment be recognized.” Both 
Catholic and non-Catholic com- 
mentators interpreted this as a de- 
mand for “equal” or full support 
of Catholic schools. And as if to 
give point to this interpretation, 
the French legislature, under great 
pressure from Rome, only a week 
later passed bills giving full state 
aid to Roman Catholic schools. 

Catholic spokesmen can no long- 
er refer to Spellman’s statement as 
evidence that the American _hier- 
archy does not seek full state sup- 
port of parochial schools. They 
are under orders to seek that sup- 
port. 

This has been a blow to demo- 
cratic-minded, liberal Catholic lay- 
men who sincerely believe in the 
separation of church and state and 
who had been made hopeful by 
Spellman’s statements that the hier- 
archy was re-shaping its policies 
more in keeping with American 
traditions. 








